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April 2\ 1996 
To RtH .A -....
FromkH
Richard: The following is not complete. I need quantities fronc you and sohie prices from a bibl, 
database, and I keep forgetting to get my copy of End Grain and the disk/computer together! That is 
why you sec so many "xx"s in the text. But it is substantially complete. ri) submit it on disk (and in 
hard copy) again when I know what word-processing format the editor or Don Atkins will accept (I 
also have to find a way to reproduce the hacek). I have slipped a marker into each book at a page or 
opening which might be considered fror reproduction. Please read the last Section (after the judges' 
names) for consideration for next year's awards. Book me (and a guest) for the dinner on June 3; I'll 
pay for the guest - and my annual membership fee at the same time.

THE ALCUIN SOCIETY, VANCOUVER
DESIGN AWARDS, PUBLICATIONS OF 1995

For this, the Society's fourteenth annual presentation of design awards, the'undersigned judges spent 

much of April 12 and 13, 1996 examining and discussing the visual qualities of [RLH: HOW 
MANY?? PLEASE PROVIDE A TOTAL IN EACH CATEGORY] books Submitted by their 
Canadian publishers and/or designers and bearing an imprint date of 1995. Some publishers and 
designers continue to ignore the Society's requests for submissions to this competition; we can only 
recognize the best from among what we receive. The books listed and described below are evidence of 
the high standard of excellence Canadian publishers demand of, and receive from, Canadian 
designers. A high proportion of the producers (platetnakers, printers, binders) are also Canadian but 
because of technical and/or economic reasons, some production has always been done elsewhere, as 
noted in the individual citations below.

This is not the first year that books considered by this panel to be excellent n their physical 
appropriateness and aesthetic appeal have also been considered by other judges to represent the best of 
Canadian writing. As it happens, however, the British Columbia Book Prizes were awarded the 
evening of the second day of Alcuin judging and it was notable that several of the books recognized 
here for their design were nominees or winners for their intellectual content as well. Even if they do 
not always go hand in hand, excellent content and excellent presentation deserve each other.

Submissions were judged in the following categories as most recently revised by the Society's Design 
Awards Committee in 1989. (Last year's judges' recommendation that the "how-to ..." subcategory of 
general trade books be eliminated will be effective beginning with next year's competition.)

General Trade Books: Prose (includes Fiction and Nonfiction) 
General Trade Books: Adult Picture and Photography Books 
General Trade Books: How-To-, Cook-, Craft- and Hobby Books 
General Trade Books: Poetry 
Text and Reference Books
Limited Editions (numbered and/or signed) 
Juvenile Books other than Texts,

The person submitting is invited to check one of these categories on the entry form accompanying 
each book but either the Society's Committee or the judges may reassign it. Each book is judged as a 
wkoia ** -„.J t._. —r of 1«, ■umurkus uuu uoaigii 111 jviauun tb vne DOCK'S
intellectual content and intended audience, First, second, and third prizes are available in each 
category, with ties permitted. A book cited for Honourable Mention exhibits some exceptionally 
noteworthy feature(s), for example a striking and appropriate cover, which brought it, in the eyes of 
the judges, above the mass even if as a whole it fails to sustain comparison with prize-winners in the 
category.

General Trade Books; Prose (includes Fiction and Nonfiction)

c
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1st Prize: The Rain Ascends [by] Joy Kogawa. Toronto: Knopf Canada. ISBN 0-394-28121-7 
(217pp., hbk) $28.95. [Designer: Concrete Design Communications, Inc.; Printer: R.R. 
Donnelley, U.S.A.]

2nd Prize: Our Tellings: Interior Salish Stories of the NlhaTkipmx People, compiled and edited by 
z Darwin Hanna and Mamie Henry. Vancouver: UBC Press. ISBN 0-7748-0525-0 (217pp., hbk) 

$xx.xx. [Designer: George Vaitkunas; Printer: D.W. Friesen & Sons]

3rd Prize (tie): Exotica [the screenplay by] Atom Egoyan, Toronto: Coach House Press. ISBN 0- 
88910-475-1 (158pp., pbk) $18.95. [Cover designer: Pippa White; text designer: Greg Van 
Alstyne; Printer: Kromar Printing]

3rd Prize (tie): The Mystic Leeway [by] Frances Gregg; edited by Ben Jones; with an account of 
Frances Gregg by Oliver Marlow Wilkinson. Women's Experience Series, vol.6. Ottawa: 
Carleton University Press. ISBN 0-88629-250-6 (194pp., pbk) $xx.xx. [Designer: Carrie Coulton 
Graphic Design; Printer; Love Printing]

^Hon. Men,; Edward Poitras: Canada XLVI Biennale di Venezia [by] Gerald McMaster. Hull: 
Canadian Museum of Civilization/Musée canadien des civilisations. ISBN 0-660-50753-6 
(163pp., pbk) $xx.xx. [Designer: Timmings & Debay; Printer: HB Technolith]

Hon. Men,; Letter from Vienna: A Daughter Uncovers Her Family's Jewish Past [by] Claudia 
Cornwall; foreword by Raul Hilberg. Vancouver; Toronto: Douglas & McIntyre. ISBN 1-55054- 
115-3 (242pp., hbk) $26.95. [Designer: Linda Gustafson/Counterpunch; Printer: Best Gagné 
Book Manumcturers Inc.]

This is normally the largest category. This year's XXX items are not unusual in the problems they 
pose forjudging. A great many, it can simply be said, are "nice" books: of generally good design and 
in general easily readable. What makes a few stand out from the others, particularly when so high a 
proportion of these books are unillustrated? Usually two things: (1) care with the many details of 
excellent typesetting (including size and visual "weight", line-length in relation to the page size, 
word- and line-spacing, and (2) consistency in the treatment of all the design features (not just the 
obvious ones) including cover, dustwrapper, endpapers, paper-stock weight and colour, preliminary 
pages, chapter openings, running heads, any ornamentation, ard page-numbering, all in keeping with 
the spirit of the content. The book does not have to look spectacular to get the ultimate recognition. 
Indeed, it is the comforting feeling of sombre (given its topic) unity without offsetting blemish that 
makes this year's first-prize winner such a delight. The six prizes and mentions this year all go to 
different publishers, designers, and printers. The typography is the strongest feature of both the 
second-prize winner and Exotica, the latter a particularly rare achievement in the setting of a 
screenplay with its dialogue, description of the action, settings, scene changes, etc. The Mystic 
Leeway has a very sensible balance, in an oblong format, of text and illustrations, the latter sharing a 
margin with index references. Edward Poitras is a trilingual exhibition catalogue; for that reason it 
has more text than catalogues in the "picture-book" category. Its best feature is its embossed French­
flap cover and sequence into a good text block; the trilingual picture captions are less successful. The 
decision to integrate illustrations with chapter openings is an excellent distinguishing feature of Letter 
from Vienna.

General Trade Books: Adult Picture and Photography Books

1st Prize: Hubens to Picasso: Four Centuries of Master Drawings: An Exhibition curated by Victor 
Chan. Edmonton: Department of Art and Design, University of Alberta. ISBN 0'90964-281-4 
(159pp., pbk) $xx.xx. [Designer; Susan Colberg; Printer; Quality Color Press]

2nd Prize: Our Boots: An Inuit Women 's Art [by] Jill Oakes and Rick Riewe, Vancouver; Toronto: 
Douglas & McIntyre. ISBN 1-55054-195-1 (224pp., hbk) $xx.xx. [Designer: George Vaitkunas; 
Printer: C&C Offset Printing Co., Hong Kong] , ,
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