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a b o u t  t h e  a l c u i n  s o c i e t y

The Alcuin Society was the idea of Geoff Spencer, 
to promote a wider appreciation of finely wrought 
books among book lovers around the world. 
Other founding members were Basil Stuart-
Stubbs, Bill Duthie, Sam Black, Bill McConnell, 
Dale Smith and Sam Fogel.

The name Alcuin was chosen to honour the 
memory of Alcuin of  York (a.d. 735 to 804). 
Alcuin was a man who cared deeply about  
books and literacy. 

As Charlemagne’s “Minister of Culture,” 
Alcuin selected the most legible script of his day 
and gave it official blessing. Known as Caroline 
minuscule, it ultimately led to our modern 
lowercase alphabet.

To further its aims, the Alcuin Society 
engages in a wide range of educational activities, 
many of them in collaboration with educational 
institutions—lectures, workshops, exhibitions, 
field visits and competitions. Annual design 
awards are made by a panel of expert judges for 
the best in Canadian book design. Amphora, the 
Society’s journal, covers a wide range of topics 
related to the book: the future of the book, the 
history of the book, the book arts (typography, 
type design, calligraphy, papermaking, 
illustration, printing and binding), publishing, 
bookselling, book collecting, notable library 
collections, and reading.

Officers & Directors
Chair – Howard Greaves
Treasurer – Glenn Woodsworth
Directors – Marlene Chan, Nicholas Collins, 
Leah Gordon, Richard Hopkins, Jorge Rocha, 
Ralph Stanton, Eric Swanick, Jason Vanderhill, 
Paul Whitney 
Ex Officio Board Members – Don Atkins,
 Jim Rainer 
Secretary – Fitnat Fahrner 

The Alcuin Society is proud to have  as patron 
the  Governor General of Canada 
Her Excellency the Right Honourable 
Michaëlle Jean.

Robert Bringhurst’s  A Story as Sharp as a Knife:  
The Classical Haida Mythtellers and Their World
second edition · 5½ × 8½ inches, 544 pages · Spring 2011

is available in a special edition, limited to 50 copies.

“Bringhurst’s achievement is gigantic, as well as heroic. [A Story as Sharp as a Knife] is one of 
those works that rearranges the inside of your head – a profound meditation on the nature of 
oral poetry and myth, and on the habits of thought and feeling that inform them.”

 — margaret atwood, in The Times (London), reprinted in Writing with Intent

“Bringhurst, I believe, is one of the country’s literary treasures, quite possibly a genius.… [His] 
great endeavour, the one by which he stands to be remembered, is  A Story as Sharp as a Knife.” 

— noah richler , This Is My Country, What’s Yours ? : A Literary Atlas of Canada

This book was first published, to some clamor and acclaim, in 1999. The 
new edition – revised, updated, and entirely reset – incorporates fresh 

information from previously unavailable sources, better historical photographs, 
a new preface and a substantial new Political Afterword. ¶ The trade edition 
is published by Douglas & McIntyre in both Canada and the usa  as an 
inexpensive, perfect-bound paperback and e-book only. In the belief that this 
is a volume of lasting importance – and that a text’s best hope for longevity 
still lies in traditional bookmaking – we have arranged for a small edition 
that is sewn in signatures, rounded and backed by hand, and cased in quarter 
leather and cloth by Courtland Benson. ¶ Please note that this is not an edition 
de luxe. It is made from the same sheets as the trade edition. The typography 
is meticulous, but the printing is commercial offset. The paper is acid-free and 
Forest Council Certified, but it is the same inglorious substance used in the 
trade paperback. These, however, will be the only copies of this new version 
of the book that are (or ever can be) sewn and cased – thus the only copies 
built to last and the only copies that lie open for comfortable reading. They are 
priced to permit the recovery of actual costs and are expected to go quickly.

 50 copies, numbered & signed: $ 220. 

Canadian orders: Please add $20 for shipping + 12% hst.
Orders for the usa: Please add $ 30 for shipping, but ignore the hst.
Orders for Europe and elsewhere: Add $40 for shipping, but ignore the hst.
Estimated availability date : March 15, 2011.

Please send your cheque or institutional purchase order to:
Robert Bringhurst Ltd · Box 51 · Heriot Bay, B.C. v0p 1h0  · Canada


