
The Alcuin Society was the idea of 
Geoff Spencer, to promote a wider 
appreciation of finely wrought books 
among book lovers around the world. 
Other founding members were Basil 
Stuart-Stubbs, Bill Duthie, Sam Black, Bill 
McConnell, Dale Smith and Sam Fogel.

The name Alcuin was chosen to 
honour the memory of Alcuin of York 
(a.d. 735 to 804). Alcuin was a man who 
cared deeply about books and literacy. 
As Charlemagne’s “Minister of Culture,” 
Alcuin selected the most legible script of 
his day and gave it official blessing. Known 
as Caroline minuscule, it ultimately led 
to our modern lowercase alphabet.

To further its aims, the Alcuin Society 
engages in a wide range of educational 
activities, many of them in collaboration with 
educational institutions—lectures, workshops, 
exhibitions, field visits and competitions. 
Annual design awards are made by a panel 
of expert judges for the best in Canadian 
book design. Amphora, the Society’s journal, 
covers a wide range of topics related to the 
book: the future of the book, the history 
of the book, the book arts (typography, 
type design, calligraphy, papermaking, 
illustration, printing and binding), 
publishing, bookselling, book collecting, 
notable library collections, and reading.

Officers & Directors
Chair – Howard Greaves
Treasurer – Glenn Woodsworth
Director s – Nicholas Collins, Leah 

Gordon, Richard Hopkins, Jeremiah 
Saunders, Ralph Stanton, Eric Swanick, 
Paul Whitney, Glenn Woodsworth

Ex Officio Board Member s – 
Don Atkins, Marlene Chan, Jim Rainer 

Secretary – Barbara Fairchild (ex officio) 

The Alcuin Society is proud to have as patron the 
Governor General of Canada 
Her Excellency the Right Honourable 
Michaëlle Jean.
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WRITING FOR READERS, 
COLLECTORS, DESIGNERS

Amphora, published by the Alcuin 
Society, appears three times a year 

with original articles about the 
reading, collecting and designing 

some of Canada’s best-loved books.

 • Issue 151 profiled veteran 
illustrator Frank Newfeld, one of 

the judges of books in the 2009 
Alcuin Book Design Competition

• Issue 152 explored the collecting 
habits of Toronto collector 

Charlotte Ashley, winner of the 
inaugural edition of Canada’s 

National Book Collecting Contest

 • Issue 153 showcased the work 
of Edmonton bookbinder Alex 

McGuckin and quirks of medieval 
bookmarks

Subscriptions, which include 
membership in the Alcuin Society, 

cost $40 a year for individuals 
and $60 a year for institutions. 

Students pay $20 a year (three years 
maximum). Miss an issue? Back 
copies are available at $15 apiece. 
For more information, contact the 

Alcuin Society via e-mail at  
info@alcuinsociety.com or by 
regular post at P.O. Box 3216, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, 

Canada, V6B 3X8. 


