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While many collections are formeci by working through long­
established catalogues, gradually ticking off such varieties as 
"Scott 37d, the copper red, 3 cent Small Queen, perforation 
12 ?," the collector of paper ephemera must be content with 
what turns up in the disorganized chaos of material heading for 
shredding or recycling. We respond to the material we see and 
form our stories by bringing some order to the trail of mess left 
by other people's everyday transactions. 

Some years ago, in anticipation of the 50th wedding anniver­
sary of my parents, I wondered what gift might be appropriate 
to acknowledge a successful and admirable partnership of half 
a century. Their early days of courting required a rather tedious 
commute for my father from South Vancouver via the streetcar 
and ferry to North Vancouver. Dad was known as the young 
man who invariably was seen running to catch the last evening 
ferry back across the inlet. 

Browsing through Bernie Spring's Antiquarius bookshop 
one lazy lunch hour I found a fresh, complete booklet of North 
Vancouver ferry tickets, fifteen rides for a dollar, circa r 9 38 ! 
This, together with a personalized card, became my gift for the 
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celebration. The tickets became a great conversation piece at 
the anniversary party, as many guests recalled the service across 
the water to the largely undeveloped bush of North Van. I paid 
Bernie $2 for this modest but much appreciated memento of 
our local history. 

I have been amazed by the amount of significant historical 
material that appears serendipitously. My special interest is the 
early settlement of our province, including the earlier colonial 
period. Robert Mathison was a man in his early 20s when the 
new City of Vancouver was destroyed by fire in r 886. In the 
establishment of an urban community, an important element is 
the presence of the commercial printer. Through the media of 
business advertising, new enterprise is promoted and changing 
tastes and style are reflected. In the context of ashes and turmoil , 
Mathison has left us with evidence of the first independent 
printing business. 

Having established a small business in the city, I have al­
ways had a profound interest in the optimism of the early en­
trepreneurs who were prepared to invest time, talent and finan­
cial resources in the undeveloped future of Vancouver. Some 
years ago I was pleased to acquire an archive of material from 
Steve Lunsford that is representative of material from the press 
of Robert Mathison. His work represents to me a cornerstone 
in the initial commercial development of Canada's western me-
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tropolis . A pioneer himself, his work records the promotion of 
activities such as real estate development, hotels and ice cream 
parlours. 

In my larger collection of B.C. historical material, I have 
enjoyed finding earlier examples of modest but fascinating 
invoices and billheads from Victoria in the 1850s and '6os. Most 
of these were printed in San Francisco, and therefore Mathison's 
original work may more accurately reflect his community in 
the first days of renewal following the fire . 

Of the 30 pieces of Mathison's work in my collection, I am 
particularly interested in his early and modest business card, 
"The Job Printer," and a later, more sophisticated card. The 
latter shows he has developed confidence as an established "fine" 
printer and experiments with colour and varied fonts . 

In A Gentle Madness, by Nicholas Basbanes, Michael Sadleir 
is quoted from the Colophon, No. 3, 1930, postulating: "In 
nature the bird who gets up earliest catches most worms, but 
in book collecting the prizes fall to birds who know worms 
when they see them." I suppose, but that seems somewhat 
self-serving. More accurately, the collector will develop taste 
and an eye by listening to dealers who have handled a wide 
range of material. In my case, respected dealers in our B.C. 
book fraternity such as Stephen Lunsford, Bjarne Tokerud, Don 
Stewart and Bernie Spring have introduced me to remarkable 
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A MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL 
Fun, Life and Enjoyment 

-- Free En terta.inment at -

E. L. VVOOD'S 

Royal Free and Easy· 
WATER STREET 

TO-NIGHT 

J. Harvey, Clog Dance and Irish Reel 

T. Jackson, Sentimental Song 

R. Foster, Comic and Character Songs 

N. Prentice, Negro Song and Dance 

ACTS To Be Played in Different Parts ! 
[Mathison, The Printer) 
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touchstones to our history. The examples of Robert Mathison's 
printing included here tell us about our history; their graphic 
vibrance and variety alone make them worthy of this special 
issue of Amphora. 

John Keenlyside was born in Vancouver and graduated from the 
University of British Columbia in economics and political science. He 
operates an investment counselling firm with his two sons and enjoys 
collecting early B. C. historical material, including ephemera. 

THE 

JOB PRINTER VANCOUVER, B.C. 
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Mr. E. A. Vvilmot, representing the Coquitla m \ Yater 'Narks Company, 
explamed: 

The cost of work to bring water to Vancouver, including a distribution system 
for, say 5,000 people, is estimated a t $350,000. T he city is asked to guarantee 4 
per cent interest on the company's hands; the interest on the fi rst year, while the 
work is under construction, to be paid by the Company. The works to be com­
pleted in one yea r from t ime of issue of guarantee, the Company being willing to 
give a bond or a forfeit that this should be done. T he City to have a lien on all 
receipts up to the extent of its liability for interest; and any amount advanced by 
the Ci ty fo r deficiency under the guarantee, is to be charged against the Company 
and repaid by them , the City to be secured by a lien on the reven ue . 

. If within t wo years there a re five thousand inha bitants in Vancouver the rev­
enue from water rates, estimated on the basis of $4.50 per annum, will be '22,500, 
on which the City "·ill ha,1·e a secu rity fo r its liabil ity on accoun t of its guarantee 
of $ 14,000. The guarantee not to extend beyond twen ty years and the liability 
on guarantee will be lessened each year by sinking fund . 

The Compa ny will furn ish hydrants, wherever the Council think necessary, free 
to the Corpora tion , and maintain a fi rst-class fi re protection, whereby insurance 
will he reduced to a mini mum rate not exceeding say 1t per cent, provided that a 
fi re prote_ction rate is levied on property thus protected, suffi cient to cover the 
expenses necessary to furn ish such fire protection. 

T he ra te !o be levied on insurable property not to exceed t of I per cent . 

T he Company will fu rn ish water free for flushing sewers when necessary, or fo r 
other public use that " ·il l not in terfere with the revenue of the Company to the 
extent of 300,000 gallons. 

The main, from the source to the reservoir nea r P ort Moody, wi ll be 14 inches 
in diameter , or of suffi cient capacity to supply 25,000 people with 6o gallons a 
day per head, and from the reservoir to Vancouver, not less than 16 inches in 
diameter, the latter distance being a bout g½ miles. 

The elevation of the reservoir about 350 feet above sea level. 

T he reservoir will have sufficient capacity to supply 25,000 people for ten days. 

The Company will guarantee the feasibility of the scheme, and an opinion 
thereon from a disinterested engineer will be submitted. 
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The Vancouver \1/ater \Vorks make the following proposition: 

That they will construct a complete system of water works for the supply of the 
City of Vancouver from Capilano Creek on the north side of the Inlet for a sum not 
exceeding $300,000. The \\'ater to be conveyed under the waters of the narrows to 
the south shore by a 12 inch main, and as a safeguard against accident they will, as 
may be determined by the Counci l, either lay a d ,1plicate pipe at some distance 
from the other or provide a reservoir on the south side capable of containing a 
supply of water for a population of 10,000 for twenty days. The distance from 
the source to the city is nine miles and the difference in elevation 430 feet. 

That they will furnish ,;ater for the purposes of protection against fire, free ofT 
charge, the necessary hyrlra.n ts to be provided by the City, or the Company will 
furnish the hydrants a t a rental of $25 per annum. _ 

They further agree to furnish to the Counci l the opinion of a competent and 
independent engineer as to the feasibi lity of their scheme, and that the work shall 
be completed, if possible, with in a year from the conclusion of the proprosed 
agreement with the Council, and not later than eighteen months. To better enable 
the Company to prosecute the work they ask that the Corporation of Vancouver 
shall enter into an agreement that when the works are completed and in successful 
operation the Corporation will gurrantee to the stockholders 3 per cent per annum 
on the cost of construction for ten years, subject to the proviso tha t the works 
shall be kept in efficient operation. Should the Corporation be called upon to pay 
the whole or any portion of the interest so guaranteed, such sums shall, as they 
are advanced, be charged to the account of the Company as loans, and repaid to 
the Corporation from the receipts for water rates, when such shall have increased 
sufficiently to admit of such payment being made, and for such purpose and to 
such extent the Corporation shall have a lien on the rates. 

The Corporation shall have the power to purchase the entire works at a fair 
valuation to be settled· by arbitration, with 20 % added and paying to the Com­
pany an amount, wh ich, get'her with the annual dividends of the Company shall 
be equal to 10 % per annum on the amount invested from the date of commence­
ment of operations to the date of transfer to the Corporation. 
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COME A N D SEE 

· Water IVlotor at Work 
It is the next hest thing to 

Perpetual Motion, a.nd 
io away ahca.d of 

0000 W ORK F ULL COUNT FAIR PRICES 

~ 
~ R. ~THISON, Jii 
~ THE Jos J2!f1NTER 

THE PRINTl!:R'S DEVIL 

Power and attends strictly to 
business 

: :.§l 3 2 3 HASTINGS STREET (!: 

Large f,lum ber of the Latest Faces of Type Just Added 

No .... .. .. . .. . 
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THIS 

Afternoon 
-AND-

Evening ! 
- - -AT---

~ GRAVES BROS' 
CONFECTIONERY 

BYRNES BLOCK, - No. 3 CARRALL ST. 
[Mathison, The Printer] 

S:E:ITZ ~ co_ 
l\eal Estate ~, ~ene11al f!~ents 

n::::s" FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE OFFICE 

9 ABBOTT ST. VANCOUVER, B.C. 
8 ETWE E' N CORDOVA & WATER STS. 
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CONSIGNMENTS SOLICITED 
PROMPT CASH RE TURNS 
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COR. OF WATER AND CAMBIE STS. 

~ VANCOUVER, B. C. 
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~ -======FAMILY BUTCHERS 

FAMILIES WAITED ON DAILY FOR ORDERS 

FENDER STREET . 
.. • 

B et. Sey-mour and R ichards Sts . VANc'OUVE R, B.C. 

29 



VaQeoover ❖ ~lotl]iQ~ -t- ~tore •~ 

DEALERS IN 

~Zotliins, + 3snts' + ~1J/l!nisltinss, 
:SOOTS & SHOES 

CARROLL STREET VANCOUVER, B.C. 

!J. 
M·erchant Tailor 

· 205 YONGE ST. 

L-- •>T<• 

W . F. T EETZEL , representing the firm, has a Full Line of 
Samples of Scolch , English and Canadian Tweeds, 

French Plain a_nd Fancy Worsteds, Etc . 
--+--4• AT ROO M 35 SPRINGER & VANBRAMBE R BLOCK •~ 

OPPOSITE L ELAND HOTEL 

U3" Suits at Toronto Prices and a First - Class F it Guaranteed 
Hours from 2.30 to 5, and 7 .30 to 10 p. m. 
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