EDITOR — Rollin Milroy

ASSOCIATE EDITOR — Naomi Pauls

Books EDITOR — Peter Mitham

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS — Marlene Chan,
Richard Coxford, Howard Greaves,
Michael Lieberman, Ralph Stanton,
Larry Thompson, Paul Whitney,
Owen Williams

LayouT — David Clifford, Black Stone Press

Some back issues of Amphora are available
for purchase; please inquire for numbers
still in print. Letters, story ideas, manu-
scripts and other material for possible in-
clusion in Amphora are welcome and should
be sent to the Editor’s attention at the
mailing address below, or via the Amphora
e-mail link on our Web site. We cannot
promise to return unsolicited material.

Amphora is published in March, July and
November. All rights reserved. Copyright
© 2008 by the Alcuin Society. ISSN 0003~
200X. Library of Congress Cat. No. 68-
6888. Printed in Burnaby, B.C., by Still
Creek Press.

Membership in the Alcuin Society has
the following categories and annual dues:
Individual ($40), Institution ($60), Cor-
porate/Patron ($100) and Student ($20,
three years maximum). Individual Cana-
dian members receive a $16 tax receipt;
Patrons receive a $76 receipt. All catego-
ries receive Amphora, plus occasional keep-
sakes and ephemera. Members also have
the option, but not obligation, of purchas-
ing books or other materials published or
distributed by the Society. The Alcuin
Society is registered under the Societies
Act of British Columbia as a non-profit
association.

The Alcuin Society, P.O. Box 3216
Vancouver, British Columbia

Canada V6B 3x8

www.alcuinsociety.com

NUMBER 150 - NOVEMBER 2008 DEPARTMENTS

NOTES .. ¢ zamianin & s s skl b e 4
The editor is gone; Long live the editor!

BOOKSELLING: . n0 w5 5 6 svm sk s s w5 8 8 @ 5
The implications of Amazon’s purchase

of AbeBooks

MODERN FIRSTS. . . oo cvovwnssisnannos 6
Arguments for and against marginalia

Robin Kinross’s Hyphen Press and a new
book on microtypography by Jost Hochuli

LIMITED AVAILABILITY. . . . . .t oveeee et 8
New books from the edges and (un)dead
centre of Canada

A rare opening at UBC

COLLECTOR'S CORNER. ¢ : 5« w0 5w mw s siws o 9
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SPECIAL ISSUE

This supplement accompanies the fall double
issue of Amphora, which also happens to be
the journal’s 150th publication. To mark this
momentous occasion, the issue is devoted
entirely to chronicling in full colour the
work of Vancouver’s first commercial printer,
Robert Mathison. The material reproduced
and the accompanying essays come from
bookseller Stephen Lunsford and collector
John Keenlyside, both of whom have spent
several decades exploring Mathison’s work and
what it tells us about a particularly vibrant
time in Vancouver’s history.

ABOUT THE COVER

In 2006 photographer Kyla Mallett’s
exhibition “Marginalia” assembled images of
annotations written into Vancouver Public
Library books, exploring the annotators’
motivations and the responses they provoke.
The cover image was used in a banner triptych
promoting the exhibition. The concept of
marginalia as a focus for collecting is explored
in this issue’s Modern Firsts column.





