
121. Durham Cathedral Library, B.IV.9

Pruden ti us 
[Ker 108, Gneuss 246] 

HISTORY: Durham B.IV.9 contains the poems and hymns of the Chris
tian poet Aurelius Pruden ti us Clementus (b. 348-d. after 405). This English 
Prudentius manuscript can be dated to the end of the 10c or early llc but 
not assigned to any scriptorium in particular. Durham B.IV.9 is closest in 
text and resemblance of layout to a 9c Pruden ti us manuscript, Cambridge, 
Corpus Christi College 223 (44), whose OE glosses are contemporary with 
the writing of B.IV.9; the Cambridge manuscript is thought to be continen
tal, perhaps from St. Bertin near St. Omer (Wieland 1987: 215-16). Other 
grammatical and construe glosses, and added accents, make it likely that 
this manuscript was used as a classbook (Wieland 1985: 170-71; on syntac
tical glosses in general, see Robinson 1973 and Korhammer 1980, neither of 
whom mention this manuscript). A number of the texts are neumed. Berg
man places this in the best class of manuscripts, family Aa (siglum "D") 
along with CCCC 223 and Paris, Bibliotheque nationale, lat. 8084 ( 6c, cf. 
Lowe CLA 571a) (Bergman 1926: xxiii-xxxi; also Bergman 1908; cf. Thom
son 1949-1953: l.xiv-xvi); Cunningham (1966: xiv-xix; 1968: 125-26) 
places this manuscript closest to Leiden Univ. Lib. Burmannus Q 3 in the 
family he calls "11:' 

On f. lr appears a 12c/13c Durham inscription and a 15c title. There 
is a late pressmark 'l(a).7(1).2(o) fo suadet. Catt. vett: (cf. f. 2r/l 'suadet. 
quietern'). The main texts were written in perhaps as many as three A-S 
minuscule hands (changing at f. lO0r and f. 148r [Mynors 1939: 27]) and 
in addition have a remarkable number of interlinear and marginal glosses, 
dating from the time of compilation well into the 12c. Six glosses are in OE. 
The medieval hands comment on and correct the original Latin text and 
have been extensively edited; still later hands contribute to this process, in 
particular that of Elias Smith, Durham Librarian in the 17 c, who has added 
numerous titles, running heads, notes, foliations, and a detailed table of 
contents. 
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CODICOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION: Foliated i + 171, two modern fly
leaves; f. 60rv is blank and the last leaf, folio 171, torn and damaged through 
damp. The text is written on very thick vellum, not as tough and dark as 
that of the earlier A-S period, arranged HHHH. The Latin text dates from 
the mid-lOc while five of the six OE glosses, in A-S minuscule but with 
caroline letter forms, are from the llc; another, on f. 14r, is from the 12c 
and in regular proto-gothic script; the Latin glossing, which is very heavy, 
is from various periods through the 12c. The scribal hands change at f. 100, 
and Mynors (1939: 27) has argued that there is another change at f. 148 
but this is far from obvious. The Scribe I text is ruled for 34 lines of verse, 
while the text after f. 100 is set up for 32 lines, the majority of the remaining 
pages continuing to be prepared for lines of verse. Rulings are less easy to 
see than the very prominent outer margin prickings. Early in the book, the 
pages measure 250 x 165 mm. and the ruled writing space 190-200 x 110 
mm., leaving ample space for glossing, but after f. 100, even though the lin
eation decreases, the writing area expands to 200-210 x 110 mm. on aver
age though the columns of writing are often very narrow, depending on the 
space the meter takes up. F. 79 has been irregularly trimmed off at the top. 

The manuscript has no graphic ornamentation at all. The main text of 
the book is in a common text-script brown, with the compendious margina
lia collection in lighter or darker brown. Small, dark, even capitals begin the 
lines of verse, and red minium capitals are occasionally interspersed with 
some very small vegetable red capitals or phrases that appear occasionally 
after f. 22v. Some (but not all) of the titles are in red minium (substantially 
oxidized) or in vegetable red. Various points and devices have been used to 
set off stanzas. Smith's distinctive 17c hand is in black ink. 

Running heads: a hand in red minium begins the "Liber Cathemeri
non" section but does not continue; on f. 1 v it reads 'Liber Ymnorum' and 
on f. 2r, 'Aurelii Prudentii' but thereafter, f. 2v 'Liber: f. 3r 'Hymnorum', f. 
3v 'Aurelii' and f. 4r, 'Prudentii' but for f. 4v, 'Liber Ymnorum', f. Sr 'Aurelii 
Prudenti( and then at f. Sv it returns to single words, one per page top as 
per ff. 2v-4r, from ff. 5v-23r. No headers appear on ff. 23v-44r; at f. 44v 
'Liber II' and f. 45r, 'AMARTIGENIA' appear as headers but none thereaf
ter until f. 61; f. 60rv is blank; at f. 6lr 'SENEX F IDELIS PRIMA' appears in 
majuscules in red minium with an elegant capital in black and brown, but 
no other running headers occur. On f. 29r neumes have been added in the 
outer margin opposite line 30. Titles, etc. and capitals are in black for the 
incipits of the text in the central section of the book. After f. 95v incipits or 
titles are in red minium, and towards the end space is left for capitals that 
were never added. 
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On the recto of the single flyleaf that precedes the volume, Smith cre
ated a comprehensive detailed index in his characteristic black-ink hand, 
which he labels 'Libroru(m) ac hymnoru(m) qui ab Aurelio I Prudentio 
Clementi viro consulari[?] I scripti sunt. Index: This list identifies pieces 
by folio location, using red for initials and Greek characters in the left-hand 
column for titles. No incipits that begin on versos are identified in Smith's 
list although a number of texts do start on verso leaves; nor indeed is his 
list entirely consonant with the actual titles that appear within the body of 
texts. For example, Smith's title 'De passione xviii martyrorum' differs con
siderably from the title YMNVS IN HONOREM S(AN)C(T)OR(UM) X. 

ET VIII. I M ARTIRVM CJESARAVGVSTANORVM on f. 108r. On the 
flyleaf's verso are found pen trials, blank space, and the 15 lines of the vita 
written in red in rustic lettering and noted 'Testimonium de Historia' ; be
low it appears the phase 'cap. 13. Gennadius de viris illustribus.' Smith's hand 
continues to appear throughout the book, as noted above, adding some ti
tles that have been omitted by earlier correctors; he adds 'Enchiridion vet
eris et Novi Testamenti' on f. 164v, marks in the "Enchiridion" explicit on f. 
167v, and seems to have darkened some of the black capitals of the original 
text-hand after f. 60. 

The manuscript has sustained extensive water damage from about f. 
120 on (see "Photo Notes" section). 

COLL ATION: Foll. 1-171. Modern paper flyleaf (f. i), 17c paper flyleaf (f. 
ii), original vellum flyleaf (f. iii); 18 wants 1 before f. 1, lacks 3 after f. 1 (ff. 
1-6); 118 lacks 3 (ff. 7-13); 1118 3 and 6 half-sheets (ff. 14-21); IV 10 (ff. 22-
31); V8 3 and 6 half-sheets (ff. 32-39); Vl6 2 and 5 half-sheets (ff. 40-45);
VII8 2 and 7 half-sheets (ff. 46-53); VIIl6 2 and 5 half-sheets (54-59); IX8 

2 and 7 half-sheets (ff. 60-67); X8 3 and 6 half-sheets (ff. 68-75); XI-XII8 

(ff. 76-91); XIII8 2 and 7 half-sheets (ff. 92-99); XIV-XX8 (ff. 100-155);
XXl

6 three bifolia, see note (ff. 156-161); XXI1
10 disordered, see note (ff.

162-171); f. [172] is modern paper flyleaf.
[Note: No text is missing in Quire I after f. 1 or in Quire II after f. 8. Quires XXI

and XXII were disordered in an early rebinding (before the 17c foliation). Quire

XXI was originally of 8, with the bifolium 163/170 on the outside, hence reading
order is 163, 156-161, 170. This original outside sheet ofXXI was inserted as sheet

2 in Quire XXII and its original sheets disarranged; XXII was also originally of 8, 
with the once contiguous but now split sheets 162/171, 166/167, 164/169, 165/168
forming the quire, making the reading order (after 170) 162, 166, 164, 165, 168,
169, 167, 171. I would like to express my gratitude to Professor Alan Piper of the
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Archives and Special Collections at Durham University for his kindness in checking 
and correcting my collation.] 

CONTENTS: 

OE Contents: Six glosses in several hands: f. 7r/16 'obambulat' ('.i. dwelet'), 
f. 14r top margin (12c) 'for hreuenessu: with signe de renvoi to 'parsimonis'
[sic] on line 11; f. 14r/20 'socordia' with signe de renvoi to 'witleasnes' in mar
gin; f. 15v/8 ' imminentis: (margin) 'onwuniendre'; f. 22r/l 'Mors' ('<leap');
f. 77v/23 (in margin glossing a Latin comment) 'Turm(en) t(er)lminis.
troch(us) ' ('top') (ed. Napier 1900: 213; cf. Mynors 1939: pl. 14a).
f. ii rv (paper) 17c table of contents: 'Libroru(m) ac hymnoru(m) qui ab

Aurelio I Prudentio Clementi viro consulari[?] I scripti sunt. Index: Set
up in frame with items numbered and sub-numbered on left and folio 
numbers provided on right. 

f. iii ( original flyleaf) recto blank.
f. iii verso/2-14 12c inscription to next item, in Latin and Greek, much ef

faced, but beginning: '[Testimonium de historia] inlustrum virorum I 
ex! et viii. Ilpv&vrw<; [ .... ]'(cf. Cunningham 1966: xv). 

f. iii verso/19-33 (added 12c, rustic capitals) Gennadius, "Inlustrium ui
rorum liber;' no. 13, "Prudentius": TESTIMONIVM DE HISTORIA

ILLVSTRIVM I VIRORVM. CENTVM QUINQVAGINTA OCTO.

I 'PRVDENTVS VIR S(E)C(U)LARIS LITTERATURE ERVDIT(US) 
... AGNOSCITVR PALATINVS MILES FVISSE' (ed. Bernoulli 1895: 
66; cf. Cunningham 1966: xv); (line 34) INCIPIT PRAEFATIO AU

RELII PRVDENTII. 

1. f. lr/l-lv/13: (at top of page [12c] 'Prudencius' then 17c title, Aureo

li Prudentii Clementis in Liber I Ka1'}11µep1vwv') Praefatio, with 18c
ex libris following, 'Liber Ecclesire Cathedr. Dunelm'; text is heavily 
glossed) 'P[er quinquennial iam decem I Ni fallor fuimus ... Liber quo 
tulerit. lingua sono mobilis ultimo' FINIT PRAEFATIO. (ed. Bergman 
1926: 3-4, Cunningham 1966: 1-2; ed. and tr. Thomson 1949-1953: 
1.2-5). 

2. ff 1 v/15-26v/6: "Liber Cathemerinon" ("The Daily Round") glossed in
both margins and interlines: (12c title) LIB(ER) CATHEMERINON;

the hymns have been numbered in arabic in most cases (ed. Bergman 
1926: 5-76, Cunningham 1966: 3-72; ed. and tr. Thomson 1949-1953: 
1.2-115): 

a. ff. lv/15-3r/14 INCIPIT YMNVS AD GALLI CANTV(M). I 'Ales diei
nuntius ... Nouumque lumen ingere';
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b. ff. 3r/15-4v/25 YMNVS MATVTINUS I 'Nox et tenebr�. et nubila ...
Hunc nemo fallit iudicem';

c. ff. 4v/26-7v/28 YMNUS ANTE CIBVM I 'O crucifer bone lucisator ...
Ignea chr(istu)s ad astra uocat';

d. ff. 7v/29-9r/29 YMNUS POST CIBVM I 'Pastis uisceribus ciboque
sumpto ... Constanterque tuam crucem feremus';

e. ff. 9r/30-llv/24 YMNUS AD INCENSU(M) LUCERNAE. I 'Inuentor
rutili dux bone luminis ... Texens perpetuis saecula saeculis';

f. ff. llv/25-14r/7 YMNUS ANTE SOMNUM. I 'Ades pater supreme ...
Meditabimur sopore';

g. ff. 14r/8-17r/24 YMNUS IEIUNANTIUM I 'O nazarene lux bethlem
uerbum patris ... Ditatque fructus fenerantem centiplex';

h. ff. 17r/25-18r/34 YMNUS POST IEIUNIU(M) I 'Chr(ist)e seruorum
regimen tuoru(m) ... Christicolarum';

i. ff. 18v/ l-20r/13 YMNUS OMNIS HO RAE. I 'Da puer plectru(m) choreis 
ut cana(m) fidelib(us) ... Omnibus te concelebrent saeculoru(m) sae
culis'; 

j. ff. 20r/14-22v/19 YMNUS CIRCA EXEQUIAS DEFUNCT! I 'D(eu)s ig
nee fons animaru(m) ... Liquido spargemus odore'; 

k. ff. 22v/20-24r/34 (12c title) YM(NUS) VIII. KL IANUARII I 'Quid est
quod artum circulum ... Mors hausit et mox reddidit';

I. ff. 24v/l-27v/5 (12c title) Y(M)N(US) EPIPHANIE I 'Quicumque
chr(istu)m qu�ritas ... lam nemo post hac mortuus'; f. 27v/6, added
rubric (12c): Finit KATHMHRINON. 

3. ff. 27v/5-44v/12 "Liber Apotheosis" ("The Divinity of Christ") (12c title) 
Incipit lib(er) AIIW0HOCIS (gl.: 'apotheosis.'). i(d est) de diuini
tate. ( ed. Bergman 192: 79-124, Cunningham 1966: 73-115; ed. and tr. 
Thomson 1949-1953: 116-99): 

a. f. 27v/8-18 "Hymnus de trinitate": 'Est tria summa d(eu)s ... in corpor�
transfert';

b. ff. 27v/20-28v/8 "Praefatio": 'Est uera secta? te magister consulo ... Zi-
zaniorum semina';

[Note: The text is sometimes edited as an undivided poem of 1084 lines; in this 
manuscript it is divided into seven sections by a skipped line and a large capital; 
titles have been added in the 12c.) 

c. ff. 28v/9-3lr/16 = lines 1-177: Contra heresim q(ui) patre(m) I passu(m) 
dicit. I 'Plurima sunt sed pauca loquar. ne dira relatu ... Sumpta caro 
ascendit. natus per utrumque cucurrit'; 
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d. ff. 3lr/18-33r/26 = lines 178-320: Contra UNIONITAS. i(d est) sabel
lianos hereticos. I 'Cede p(ro)fanator chr(ist)i iam cede sabelli ...
Spargebat d(omi)n(u)s. sunt unu(m) fulmen utraq(ue)'; 

e. ff. 33r/27-36v/19 = lines 321-551: (title in margin) Aduersv(s) iudeos. I
'Hrec si iudaicos sic intellecta rigassent ... Subditur imperio dominos
sortita fideles'; 

f. ff. 36v/21-40r/12 = lines 552-781: C(on)t(ra) 'w'homuntionitas q(ui)
chr(istu)m puru(m) ho(min)em estimabant. q(ui) g(re)ce antropo
morfi[ .. ] I uocant(ur) I 'Sunt qui iudaico cognatum dogma furori ... 
Quicquid homo est istud tumulis ast illud abysso'; 

g. ff. 40r/14-42v/13 = lines 782-951: De natura Anime. I 'Occurit [sic] du
bitans hie dissentator [corrected to 'dissertator' in margin] et illud ...
Numen non liceat. plenum sibi semper et in se'; 

h. ff. 42v/15-44r/22 = lines 952-1061: Adv(er)su(s) Fantasmaticos q(ui)
chr(istu)m negant verv(m) ho(min)is corp(us) habuisse. I 'Est opere
p(re)tium nebulosi dogmatis umbram ... Esse hominem ne maiestas 
sua fortia perdat [ corrected from 'pedat']'; 

i. f. 44r/23-44v/12 = lines 1062-1084(1085): [title highlighted in red] De
resurrectione(m) [sic] carnis I humantr I 'Nosco meum in chr(ist)o 
corpus consurgere quid me' ;  received text ends: 'Despicite, exsurgens 
quo chr(istu)s p(ro)uocat. ite'; a subscripted line 'Superna regna mon
strando nos illuc cupit adire'. 

4. f. 44v/13-59v/22 "Hamartigenia" ("The Origin of Sin") (12c title) AM
ARTIGENIA (ed. Bergman 1926: 127-63, Cunningham 1966: 116-48;
ed. and tr. Thomson 1949-1953: 1.200-73): 

a. ff. 44v/14-45v/8 Preface: 'Fratres ephebi fossor et pastor duo ... Cain tri
umphat morte fratris (h)alitus'. 

b. ff. 45v/10-59v/22 Text: (12c title in margin, lines 9-11) Adu(er)su(s)
MARTIONiltas q(ui) duos d(e)os I affirmant. 'Quo te prrecipitat ra
bies tua p(er)fide cain'; ends: 'Glorificent. me poena leuis clementer 
adurat' [ rest of page blank]. 

f. 60rv blank.
5. f. 6lr/4-76v/34: "Psychomachia'' ("The Fight for Man's Soul") (ed.

Bergman 1926: 167-211, Cunningham 149-81; ed. and tr. Thomson
1949-1953: 1.274-343): (in upper margin above line, 12c) INCIP
IT PSICHOMACHIA PRUDENTII LIBER TERTIUS. AVRELIVS 
PRVDENS I VIRTVTVM PR�LIA CLEMENS. CVM VITIIS CE
CINIT METRICA SCOLASTIC(US) ARTE.: 

a. ff. 6lr/4-62r/10 Preface: 'SENEX FIDELIS PRIMA I CREDENdi VIA ...
Herede digno patris implebit domum';
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b. ff. 62r/12-76v/34 text of "Psychomachia": INVOCATIO. I 'Chr(ist)e
graues hominum semper miserate labores'; ends: 'Aeternum solio di
ues sapientia regnet' I EXPLICIT P SYCHOMACHYA I PRUDENTII. 

[Note: The received text has a 68-line preface and 915-line main text. In the 
manuscript the text is broken into many small sections by skipping lines. Some of 
these have been entitled or labeled by contemporary and later hands (the later titles 
need to be distinguished from the running heads in the same 17c hand). These 
section-breaks correspond exactly to the position of pictures in illustrated copies, as 
can be seen at a glance by comparing the data in Stettiner (1895: 218 ff.). Illustrated 
English copies are Cambridge, Corpus Christi College 23 (24), BL, Add. 24199, 
Cotton Cleopatra C. viii (186] and Titus D. xvi, as well as the sparsely illustrated 
Munich, Bay. Staatsbib. Clm. 29031b [327] (Wieland 1987: 221-23). These same 
breaks occur in the closely related, unillustrated English copy CCCC 223 (44], the 
latter being textually the closest to B.IV.9. The titles (with edited line numbers) 
are f. 6lr/18 ABRAHAM HOSTES PRESEQU(I)T(UR) (Preface, 19); f. 62r/32 
NARRATIO (added, 17c: 'Fides & idolatrire pugna') (21); f. 63r/3, above (17c): 'De 
pugna pudicitire & libidinis' (53); f. 63v/27, above (17c) 'De pugna patientire & irre' 
(I 09); f. 65r/7 (17c) 'Superbire & humilitatis pugna' ( 178); f. 67r/l (17c) 'Luxurire 
& Sobrietatis I pugna' (310); in text, f. 68r/31 MARIAM (over 'd(e)i genitricem' 
(384); f. 69v/7 (17c) 'Avaritire et largitatis pugna' (454); the 17c hand has also added 
occasional running heads corresponding to the subject-matter.] 
6. ff. 77r/l-135r/2 "Peristephanon Liber" ("The Crowns of Martyrdom"):
(17c title) m:pumpavwv [sic] (ed. Bergman 1926: 291-431, Cunningham
1966: 251-378; ed. and tr. Thomson 1949-1953: 2.98-345):
a. ff. 77r/2-93v/14 Hymn 10: (12c title) Incip(it) lib(er) in. AURELII.

PRVDENTII De passione Beati Romani contra Gentes. I 'Romane
christi fortis adsertor d(e)i'; ends: 'Sit dexter agnus. induatur uellere: 
I EXPLICIT BEATISSIMI PASSIO MARTYRIS ROMANI (Bergman 
370-412, Cunningham 330-69, Thomson 2.228-303; on the order of
items, see Bergman xxix, Cunningham xxvi, 330). 

b. ff. 94r/l-95v/20 Hymn 1: title above line, EMETEREII. ET CHELIDO
NII. I 'Scripta sunt caelo duorum martyru(m) uocabula'; ends: 'Sit dies
haec festa nobis. sit sacratum gaudium' [note on meter of this item at 
bottom off. 93v]. 

c. ff. 95v/23-104v/15 Hymn 2: (first word of title is 12c) Incipit PASSIO
S(AN)C(T)I LAURENTII. I BEATISSIMI MARTYRIS. I 'Antiqua
fanorum parens'; ends: 'Absolue uinclis sreculi'. 

d. ff. 104v/16-108r/8 Hymn 3: YMNUS IN HONOREM PASSIONIS EU
LALIE I BEATISSIM� MARTIRIS. j 'GERMINE NO BILIS EULALIA.
I Mortis et indole nobilior'; ends: 'Carmina propitiata fouet'. 
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e.ff.108r/10-lllr/18Hymn4:YMNVS INHONOREMS( AN)C(T)ORUM
X. ET VIII. I MARTIRVM CJESARAVGVSTANORVM. I 'Bis nouem
noster populus sub uno' ; ends: 'Tota sequeris'.

f. ff. lllr/19-120/19 Hymn 5: PASSIO S( AN)C(T)I UINCENTII [sic]

MARTYRIS. I 'BEATE MARTYR PROSPERA. I Diem triumphalem
tuum'; ends: 'Cunctis in �uu(m) s�culis'.

g. ff.120r/20-122v/24 Hymn 6: YMNUS INHONOREBE ATISS(l)MORUM
I MARTIRVM FRVCTVOSI EPISCOPI ECCLESIE I TARRACON
ENSIS ET AUGURII ET EULOGII DIACON(ORUM) [the final sus
pension is added] I 'FELIX TARRACO FRUCTUOSE U(ES)TRIS. I 
Attollit caput ignibus coruscum'; ends: 'Dukes endecasyllabos reuolu
ens'. 

h. ff. 122v/25-124r/21 Hymn 7: YMNUS IN HONORE QUIRINI I BEA
TISSIMI MARTYRIS EPISCOPI I �CCLESIE SCISCIAN�. I 'IN
SIGNEM MERITIS UIRUM. I Quirinum placidum d(e)o'; ends: 'Cor
pus suscipiunt aquf 

i. f. 124r/22-124v/9 No. 8: DE LOCO IN QUO MARTYRES PASSI
SUNT I NUNC BABTISTERIUM EST CAL AGURRI. I 'ELECTUS
CHR(IST)O LOCUS EST UBI CORDA PROBATA I Proueat ad c�lum 
sanguine purget aqua'; ends: 'Euectus gladius alter et alt(er) aquis'. 

j. ff. 124v/25-126r/20 No. 9: PASSIO CASSIAN! FOROCORNELIENSIS.

I 'SYLLA FOR(UM) STATVIT CORNELIUS HOC !TALI URBEM I 
Uocant ab ipso conditoris nomine'; ends: 'Domu(m) reuertor cas
sianum prredico'. 

k. ff. 126r/21-130r/13 No. 11: AD VALE [hole] RIANUM EP(ISCOPU)M
DE PASSIONE S(AN)C(T)I I YPOLITI BEATISSIMI MARTYRIS I
'INnumeros cineres s(an)c(t)oru(m) romula in urbe' ; ends: 'Raptus & 
ipse sacro sis comes hyppolito'. 

I. ff. 130r/14-13lr/16 No. 12: INCIPIT PASSIO AP(OSTO)LOR(UM)
PETRI ET PAULI. I 'PLUS SOLITO coeunt ad gaudia die amice quid
sit'; ends: 'Diem bis festu(m) sic colas memento'. 

m. ff. 13lr/17-132v/28 No. 13: PASSIO CYPRIAN!. I 'PUNica terra tulit
quo splendeat omne quicquid I usqua(m) est'; ends: 'Instruit hie hom
ines illinc pia dona dat patron(us)'.

n. ff. 132v/29-135r/2 No. 14: INCIPIT PASSIO S( AN)C(T)E AGNETIS
UIRGINIS. I 'AGNE [sic] sepulchru(m) est romulea in domo'; ends:
'Dignaris almo uel pede tangere'. 

7. ff. 135r/2-165v/12 "Contra Symmachum, libri duo" (ed. Bergman 1926:
215-88, Cunningham 1966: 182-250; ed. and tr. Thomson 1949-1953:
1.344-401, 2.2-97):
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a. ff. 135r/2-l 47r/6 Book 1: INCi PIT CONTRA ORATIONE(M) SYMACHI
UBER .I. \ PREFATIO I 'PAULUS pr�co d(e)i qui fera gentium . .. Ar
surum mediis inferat ignibus' I FINIT PREFATIO; (f. 136r/30) Text 
of Book 1 (added above line, 'Poeta loq(ui)t(ur)') 'CREDEBAM uitiis 
regra(m) gentilib(us) urbem'; ends: 'Nee tractu(m) sine fine ferat fastidia 
carmen' I (12c) Explicit cont(ra) symachvm. LIBER I. 

[Note: The text of Book 1 is divided into short sections, most with titles, viz.: f. 
137r/7 DE SATURNO (42); f. 137r/25 DE IOUE (59); f. 137v/19 DE MERCURIO 

(84); f. 138r/5 DE PRIAPO (102); f. 138r/21 DE HERCULO (116); f. 138r/28 DE 

UBER QUI ET BACUS (122); f. 139r/7 DE MARTE ET UENERE. IUNONE 

ET CYBILE (164); f. 139v/9 UNDE ERROR INUALUIT (197); f. 139v/32 DE 

SIMVLACRO ROM� ET ALIIS (219); f. 140r/27 DE SIMULACRO AUGUSTI 

(245); f. 140v/2 DE SIMULACRO LIVIE UXORIS AVGUSTI (251); f. 140v/23 DE 

CULTURA ADRIANI ET CA' TA 'MITI EIUS (271); f. 14lr/18 DE COLORIB(US) 

ELEMENTORUM SUB SPECIE I QUORUNDAM NON DEORU(M) SED 

HOMINUM (297); f. 14lr/32 DE CULTURA SOLIS QUE(M) PUTANT 

APOLLINEM (309); f. 142r/14 DE LUNE CULTURA QUA(M) E DIANA(M) 
DICUNT (354); f. 142v/9 QUID UENERABATUR IN SPECTACULIS (379); f. 
143r/5 ROMAM ALLOQUITUR (406); f. 144r/3 DE POTENTIA CRUCIS (467); f. 
145v/21 DE CREDULITATE PLEBIS (578).) 
b. ff. 147r/7-155v, 163, 156-61, 170, 162, 166, 164-165v/12 Book 2: (12c

title) Incipit S(E)C(UN)D(U)S I Preface (ff. 147r/8-148r/9) 'SIMON
QUE(M) UOCITANT PETRUM I Summus discipulus d(e)i ... Insis
tam fluitantibus: (12c) EXPLICIT PRJEFATIO; main text (f. 148r/10) 
'ACtenus et ueteru(m) cunabula prima deoru(m)'; the leaves after f. 
155 are disordered, as indicated in "Collation;' and see the note below; 
ends, f. 165v/12 'Quemq(ue) duce(m) belli sequitur pietate sequatur'. 

[Note: The text of Book 2 is divided into short sections many with name titles, i.e., 
"Symmachus" and "Prudentius;' serving to indicate the shifting points of view of 
the argument; the initial letters have been left off these sections. On f. 155r, upper 
margin, rotated, lines 423-427, skipped by the main scribe, have been entered by 
another (late llc) hand (on textual implications, Cunningham 1968: 121-26); 
on f. 154r a 12c hand, also rotated, enters skipped lines 368-371. After f. 155 the 
leaves have been disordered, involving Book 2 of "Contra Symmachum" and the 
subsequent texts; these leaves are also heavily stained, torn, and crudely repaired. 
The disarrangement took place before the 17c foliation (and the 17c hand indicates 
the correct reading order). The leaves after f. 155 should be read in the order 155, 
163, 156-161, 170,162,166, 164-165, 168-169, 167,171, the matter jumping pages 
as follows: 
155v/33-163r/l 'documentis rerum secundarum. - PRUDENTIVS. ('Sed multi 

dux]ere <lei p(er) prospera romam' (487-488: see Bergman 1926: textual note) 
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163v/32~156r/l 'Misceri. assiric;q(ue) uehi babilonis ad arcem. ~ n(on) fero 
romanu(m) nomen subdataq(ue) bella' (550-551) 

16lv/32~170r/l 'facilnorib(us). orta sunt cuncta humani generis incom~[moda. 
honorauerat lex parentum] uestales uirg'i'nes' (909/7-8a; see Bergman 1926: 
textual note at 909) 

l 70v/32~ 162r/l 'Fruge noua et uiridis si messis adulta priusqua(m). ~ [Conceptas
tenero] solidaret lacte medullas' (960-961) 

162v/32~166r/l 'Semina cu(m) sulcis comittitis. arua cauete ~ [Dura lapillorum 
macie] ne dicidat illic' (1024-1025) 

166v/32~164r/l 'Fertur p(er) medias ut publica pompas plateas ~ [Pilento residens 
mol]li seq(ue) ore recto [recte 'retecto']' (1088-1089). 

165v/32~ 168r/l 'In columnis secura domus spectabile coccum ~ [Ignibus aduersis 
in signum] sanguinis offert' ("Tit. Hist:' 63-64) 

l 69v/32~ l 67r/l 'Nosq(ue) docet cunctis inmunes uiuere flagris ~ (17c title) Passio

Saluatoris I [Traiectus per utrumque latus] latice(m) atq(ue) cruore(m) ' ("Tit. 
Hist:' 164-65) 

167v/32~ l 7lr/l 'Inimus intra regiam salutis ~ [ ..... , ... ] prodest; etc. ("Epilogue" 
30-32, Bergman 1926: 449).]

8. f. 164v-169v "Tituli Historiarum" [see above note on order of leaves]:
(all the titles are supplied by 17c hand) Enchiridion veteris et Novi I
testamenti (ed. Bergman 1926: 435-47, Cunningham 1966: 390-400, 
Pillinger 1980; ed. and tr. Thomson 1949-1953: 2.346-71): 

a. f. 164v/18-21 Adam & Heua. I 'EEVA colu(m)ba ... tegmina uictor';
b. f. 164v/23-26 Abel & Cain I 'Fratru(m) sacra ... i(n) munerre cain';
c. f. 164v/28-31 Archa Noe. I 'Nuntia diluuii ... gaudia pacis';
d. ff. 164v/33-165r/3 Ilex Mambrre I 'Hospitiam hoc d(omi)ni ... posse

maritu(m)';
e. f. 165r/5-165r/8 Monumentu(m) Sarre I 'Abraham mercatus ... parta

uauille est';
f. f. 165r/10-13 Somniu(m) Pharonis I 'His [recte 'Bis'] septem spice ...

interp(re)te chr(ist)o';
g. f. 165r/15-18 Joseph afratribus agnitus I 'Uenditus insidiis ... ueniaq(ue) 

pudescunt'; 
h. f. 165r/20-23 Ignis in rubo. I 'Sentib(us) inuolitans ... faraonis ad

arce(m)';
i. f. 165r/25-28 Iter per mare [ '(T)utus agit uir ... uia libera moysi';
j. f. 165r/30-165v/l Moses accipit Legem. I 'Fumat montis ... & deus au

rum' [the page is too badly stained to read on the film]; 
k. f. 165v/3-6 Manna & coturnices. I 'Panib(us) angelicus ... congesta co

turnix' [badly stained];
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1. f. 165v/8-ll Sergens reneus. [recte 'serpens reneus'] I 'Feruebat uia ...
te(m)peret anguem'; 

m. f. 165v/13-16 Lacus deserti amarus I 'Aspera gustatu(m) ... amara
sopore(m)';

n. f. 165v/19-22 Fontes 12 & palmre 70. I 'Deuenere uiri ... quoq(ue) pinx
it'; 

o. f. 165v/25-28 Lapides 12 in Jordane. I 'In fontem refluo ... in forma(m) 
discipuloru(m)'; 

p. ff. 165v/30-168r/l Domus Rahab. I 'Procubuit gericho ... spectabile
coccum - [ ... ] sanguinis offert' [top off. 168r badly stained];

q. f. 168r/3-6 Samsonis Leo. I 'Inuictu(m) uirtute com� leo ... dulcedine
uirtus';

r. f. 168r/8-l l Samsonis Vulpes. I 'Ter centu(m) uulpes sa(m)son ... spargit 
in agros'; 

s. f. 168r/13-16 Dauid pastor I 'David paruus erat ... stridente goliam'; 
t. f. 168r/18-21 David [hole] Rex. I 'Regia mirifici ... altar oliuu(m)';
u. f. 168r/24-27 JEdificatio templi. I 'Aedificat te(m)plu(m) ... barbara

ditent';
v. f. 168r/29-32 Filii Prophetarum. I 'Fonte prophetaru(m) ... reuocabile

fecit';
w. f. 168v/l-4 Captiuitas Isrrelis. I '[G]Ens ebreoru(m) ... suspen(dit) 

amarf; 
x. f. 168v/6-9 Domus Ezechire regis. I '[H]ic bonus ezechias ... sol uersus

in ortum';
y. f. 168v/ll-14 Gabriel ad Mariam. I '[A]duentante d(e)o ... sacra virgo';
z. f. 168v/16-19 Ciuitas Bethleem. I '[S(an)]c(t)a bethlem ... lucifer esset';
aa. f. 168v/21-24 Mayoru(m) [sic] munera I '[H]ic p(re)tiosa ... quoq(ue)

su(m)mu(m)'; 
bb. f. 168v/26-29 Angeli ad pastores I '[P]eruigiles pastoru(m) ... num(en) 

adorant'; 
cc. ff. 168v/31-169r/3 Infantu(m) in Bethlehem Credes I '(I]mpius

innu' me' ris ... pectora matru(m)';
dd, f. 169r/5-8 Christus in Jordane Baptizatur. I '(P](er)fundit fluuia ... 

crimina donet'; 
ee. f. 169r/10-13 Pinna templi. I '[E]xcidio te(m)pli ... co(n)pago 

nouoru(m)'; 
ff. f. 169r/15-18 Vinu(m) ex aqua factu(m) I 'Foedera coniugii ... defun

ditur unda' [in this and next 3 items, initials have been written in by a 
later hand]; 
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gg. f. 169r/20-23 Piscina Siloa I 'Morboru(m) medicina ... de fonte 
lauari'; 

hh. f. 169r/25-28 Credes Johannis I 'Pr'rmia saltatrix ... de sanguine iusto'; 
ii. f. 169r/30-169v/l Chr(istu)s per mare ambulat.1 'It mare p(er) mediu(m) 

... uestigia firmat' [inner half of page badly stained]; 
jj. f. 169v/3-6 Dremon missus in porcos. I 'Uincla sepulchrali ... freta mer

gi'; 
kk. f. 169v/8-l l 5 panes & 2 pisces. I 'Quinq(ue) d(eu)s panes ... opulen

tia mense'; 
II. f. 169v/13-16 Lazarus [written 'Larazus'] suscitatus. I 'Conscius insignis

... membra sepulti';
mm. f. 169v/18-21 Ager sanguinis I 'Campus acheldemah ... pro crimine

tanto';
nn. f. 169v/23-26 Domus Caiphre. I 'Impia blasfemi ... sine fine iacebit'; 
oo. ff. 169v/28-31 Columna ad qua(m) Ch(ris)tus est Flagellatus I 'Uinctus 

in his ... uiuere flagris' [text continues on 167r]; 
pp. f. 167r/l-4 Passio Salvatoris I '[Traiectus per utrumque latus] latice(m) 

atq(ue) cruore(m) ... iste coronam' [top of text obscured and page 
badly stained]; 

qq. f. 167r/6-9 Mons Oliueti I 'Montis oliviferi chr(istu)s ... de crismate 
donu(m)'; 

rr. f. 167r/ll-14 Passio Stephani I '[P]rimus init stephanus ... miranda 
corone'; 

ss. f. 167r/16-19 Porta speciosa I 'Corta [sic] manet te(m)pli ... currere 
gressus'; 

tt. f. 167r/21-24 Visio Petri I 'Somniat inlapsum ... ad mysteria gentes'; 
uu. f. 167r/26-29 Paulus vas electu(m). I 'Sic lupus ante rapax ... mutare 

colu(m)bis'; 
vv. f. 167r/31-167v/2 Apocalypsis Johannis. I 'Uis [recte 'Bis'] duode

na senu(m) ... Et s'rptem potuit signacula pandere solus: I Explicit
Enchiridion Veteris et Novi I Testamenti.

9. f. 167v/4-32~17lr/l-5 "Epilogue"; (18c note in margin: 'Prrefatio est
Hymnorum I m:pi l:n:<pavwv. I fol. 77') '[P]IVS FIDELIS INNO
CENS PVDICVS I Dona co(n)scienti'r ... Inimus intra regiam salutis 
- (f. 17lr/l-4) [At tamen uel infimam I Deo obsequellam prestitisse]
prodest [ ... per]sonasse (chr)ist(u)m [ ... quo regente ui]uimus' [in
side top part of f. 171 torn away, remainder badly stained] (ed. Berg
man 1926: 448-49, Cunningham 1966: 401-2; ed. and tr. Thomson
1949-1953: 372-75; beg. defective, see Bergman 1926: 448, textual
note).
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10a. f. 17lr/8-25 Optatianus Porphyrius, "Carmen I": 'QUAE QUONDAM 
FU'e'RAS PULCHRO DECORATA LIBELLO I [to]ta nitens argento 
auroq(ue) coruscis ... Vt quonda(m) scriptis ambitiosa tuis' (ed. Po
Iara 1973: 7). 

[Note: The 18-line poem is copied every other line, odd lines first, manuscript 
lines 8-16, then even lines, manuscript lines 17-25; the original is in alternating 
hexameters and pentameters and the copyist has grouped them by meter (cf. Rud 
1825: 181, who also notes the bad state of the page)] 

10b. f. 17lr/27-17lv/10 Optatianus Porphyrius, explanation of an acros
tic poem: '[I]n hac pagina omnes uersus tricenaru(m) quinalrum 
litteraru(m) sunt. ... faciunt uersum hunc' (ed. Polara 1973: 9, the 
acrostic poem, which is not in this manuscript, is edited on p. 8) [rest 
of f. 171 v blank]. 

PHOTO NOTES: Many pages are darkened and did not photograph well 
(many have been reshot on the film with some improvement): ff. 6lr, 73v, 
74r, 143rv, 144v, 145rv, 151v, 153r, 156rv, 157r, and all sides ff. 16lr-17lv. 
A large piece of the inner top edge of f. 171 is torn away. Later pages are af
fected by water damage beginning at top of gutters from the opening off. 
107-108 and gradually becoming larger triangular areas working down the
gutters, increasingly impinging on recto texts from f. 12lr and verso texts
from f. 128v. Natural or original holes show as dark areas in ff. 75, 88, 91,
144, 145.
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