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OE "Heptateuch'' (fragment)
[Ker 125, Gneuss 276] 

HISTORY: A fragment consisting of the remains of one bifolium ( two once
conjugate leaves) containing part of the text of Numbers from what was 
probably a manuscript from the OE Heptateuch; it dates from the second 
half of the l lc. Wanley (1705: 305) mentioned that it was used as the cover 
of another manuscript. According to Crawford (1920: 1), the fragment was 
considered lost in the 19c, only to be rediscovered by R. M. Woolley in the 
process of his cataloguing the manuscripts of Lincoln Cathedral Chapter 
Library. It has the siglum "Ln" in Marsden's edition (2008), who gives a de
scription (lxiii-1.xv), and discusses its textual tradition (clvii-clx). The frag
ment is now kept as item 'B' (no. 2) in an album containing a collection of 
fragments from the Library of Lincoln Cathedral. 

CODICOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION: Membrane. The central bifolium in 
a quire, measuring 298 x 210 mm.; written space 273 x 191 mm. The av
erage line height is 7.2 mm. Although ruling is extremely difficult to see, 
the bifolium was ruled in dry point for 37 long lines, with single vertical 
bounding lines extending into the margin [see f. ii verso top right]. The 
horizontal ruling is irregular, as appears from the variation in line height. 
Lines 3, 9, 16, and 17 are visibly higher than the rest. Since the fore-edge 
of the bifolium is trimmed, no prickings can be seen. Nothing can be said 
about the hair or flesh side. The leaves are slightly curved and the parch
ment wrinkled. Wanley's remark (1705: 305) may suggest that they were 
once used as flyleaves. 

The hand, an A-S minuscule, was characterized by Ker (Cat., p. 159) as 
ill-formed, a view which is corroborated by Marsden (2008: lxiv-1.xv). Capi
tal letters are red-touched; other initials do not occur. There are no under
linings and no glosses, except for 'ic' on f. lr/26. 

The trimming of the fore-edge, mentioned above, has resulted in some 
loss of letters. The lower-outside corners are badly damaged because a piece 
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of parchment, measuring ca. 90 mm. on the right hand side of the page, was 
torn out, as a result of which much of the lower ten lines on the two sheets is 
missing. The trimming and the damage is identical on both half sheets, and 
it is clear that the bifolium was trimmed and torn while in a folded position. 
The front page, f. lr, is dirtier than the rest. Towards the fore-edge in the 
center of the page, the parchment becomes a yellowish hue, and is almost 
transparent, perhaps from grease. 

COLLATION: One central bifolum of a quire. 

CONTENTS: 

ff. 1-2 a fragment of the OE "Heptateuch;' Numbers 10:28-16:3: 'Da hi pa 
ut foran of egipta lande'; runs more-or-less continuously to Numbers 
16:3: '[ . .. ]ligra beam. 7 god wunao on him' (ed. Crawford 1920: 2; coll. 
Crawford 1922: 208 and Marsden 2008: 140-47) 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

Barnhouse, Rebecca, and Benjamin C. Withers. "Introduction: Aspects and 
Approaches:' In The Old English Hexateuch: Aspects and Approaches, 
ed. eidem, 1-13. Kalamazoo: Medieval Institute Publications, 2000. 

Crawford, S. J. "The Lincoln Fragment of the O.E. Version of the Hepta
teuch:' Modern Language Review 15 (1920): 1-6. 

--. The Old English Version of the Heptateuch, Aelfric's Treatise on the 
Old and New Testament and his Preface to Genesis ... and the Vulgate 
Text of the Heptateuch. Early English Text Society o.s. 160. London: 
Humphrey Milford, Oxford University Press, 1922. 

Dodwell, C. R., and P. Clemoes, eds. The Old English Illustrated Hexateuch: 
British Museum Cotton Claudius B. iv. Early English Manuscripts in 
Facsimile 18. Copenhagen: Rosenkilde and Bagger, 1974. 

Dumville, David N. "English Libraries before 1066: Use and Abuse of the 
Manuscript Evidence:' In Anglo-Saxon Manuscripts: Basic Readings, 
ed. Mary P. Richards, 169-219. New York: Garland, 1994. 

Lowe, E. A. "The Oldest Omission Signs in Latin Manuscripts: Their Origin 
and Significance:' In Miscellanea Giovanni Mercati, Vol. 6: Paleografia, 
Bibliografia, Varia, 36-79. Studi e Testi 126. Vatican City: Biblioteca 
Apostolica Vaticana, 1946. 



ASM 21.7 73 

Marsden, Richard, ed. The Old English Heptateuch and Aelfric's Libellus de 
Veteri Testamento et Novo. Early English Text Society o.s. 330. Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, 2008. 

Thomson, R. M. Catalogue of the Manuscripts of Lincoln Cathedral Chapter 
Library. Cambridge: D.S. Brewer, 1989. 

Wanley, H. Librorum vett. septentrionalium, qui in Anglire biblioth. extant, 
catalogum historico-criticum. In George Hickes, Antiquae literaturae 
septentrionalis libri duo. Oxford: E Theatro Sheldoniano, 1705; repr. 
Menston: Scolar Press, 1974 [partial reprint]. 

Woolley, R. M. Catalogue of the Manuscripts of Lincoln Cathedral Chapter 
Library. London: Oxford University Press, 1927. 




