
PREFACE 

Anglo-Saxon Manuscripts in Microfiche Facsimile provides students and schol­
ars with a fundamental tool in the field of Anglo-Saxon studies. The project 
aims to produce complete microfiche facsimiles of the five-hundred or so 
manuscripts containing Old English, in an accessible and handy format. Each 
volume presents facsimiles and descriptions of complete manuscripts ( typically 
between 8 and 16 items). The descriptions are prepared by experienced scholars 
basing their work on first-hand examination of the manuscripts and extensive 
research. Images in most cases are from existing microfilm stock provided by 
the holding libraries. New photography is limited to those manuscripts that had 
not yet been photographed or were poorly photographed in the early period 
of the project when images were generally being acquired, plus supplemental 
photos on a case-by-case basis as seems necessary. The images are meant to be 
up to the standards of good black-and-white microfilm reproduction. 

Beginning with this volume the fiche images are presented not on cel­
lulose, but on DVDs. This modified procedure has been adopted due to the 
inevitable exigencies of technology and changes in production methods. Our 
long-time partner in the production of the images for users, Amtek Data Corp., 
of East Syracuse, New York, can no longer provide fiche in large quantities, 
due both to the scarcity and expense of cellulose blanks and to the difficulty of 
keeping up the ageing equipment for film/fiche reproduction. Given this, the 
editors and publisher have chosen to produce the stock in DVD format so as 
to continue to present the images as part of a physical package of books and 
images to be used together. Users will find some advantages to this new format, 
such as easier storage, elimination of fiche readers (from vol. 26 on), an ability 
to magnify images and focus on specific areas, and depending on the platform 
used, to enhance images to a certain extent. For the editors, the advantages are 
an ability to more easily eliminate duplicate images from the films, insert miss­
ing images, and routinely enhance images (all procedures which used to involve 
considerable back-and-forth between libraries, Amtek, and us). Users should, 
nevertheless, keep in mind that these are still the fiche images, generated from 
the microfilm stock, and are not intended to compete in quality with true digi­
tal images. Whenever the editors or describers are aware of available on-line or 
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CD Rom/DVD digital images of a particular item, they call attention to them 
in the descriptions. The editors would appreciate being made aware of any such 
digital versions we may have overlooked. In a future volume we will publish a 
list of digital facsimiles corresponding to the manuscripts in this series. 

Manuscripts are reproduced in toto, even though the post-Anglo-Saxon 
material that is found as part of many of them may demonstrate no immedi­
ate or ultimate relationship with Anglo-Saxon interests. Many or most manu­
scripts are basically in Latin, with small amounts of Old English text. To have 
edited the facsimiles, presenting only confirmed Anglo-Saxon parts, or Old 
English words, would eliminate important material to be noticed or discovered 
and in any case would remove Anglo-Saxon vestiges from their actual material 
and historical contexts. Users must decide for themselves the relevance of the 
images presented in this series. 

Each manuscript is assigned a main index number for this series; that 
number is given before the shelf-mark and always appears bolded and in square 
brackets after the shelf-mark when a manuscript in this series is mentioned in 
the body of a description. The index number is concorded with the catalogue 
of numbers of Ker and Gneuss/Lapidge. A complete handlist of all manuscripts 
included in this project has been published in Vol. 15. An interim cumulative 
index of volumes 1-10 has been published as a separate volume (2006) and a 
further interim cumulative index of volumes 1-25 is forthcoming; a final com­
prehensive index will follow the completion of the volumes of descriptions, 
now projected as about forty in number. Users of these descriptions ( and of the 
indices) are requested to bring any errors, omissions, or relevant new scholar­
ship to the attention of the publishers or the editors. 

The editors are grateful to the National Endowment for the Humanities, an 
independent federal agency, for generous grants in support of the project over 
many years. Thanks are also due to the Evjue Foundation of Madison, Wiscon­
sin and to the International Society of Anglo-Saxonists for generous gifts. 

The editor and describer(s) wish to extend their thanks and acknowledg­
ment to the following persons for providing access to, photographs/films of, 
and permission to publish the manuscripts in this volume, as well as provid­
ing access to the manuscripts: Prof. Heinz Finger Librian-Director of Univer­
sitats- und Landsbibliothek Diisseldorf; the late Dr. Gangolf Schrimpf, Direc­
tor and G. Lobe-Roder, Archivist, of the Hessische landesbibliothek, Fulda; Dr. 
Brigitte Possing Chief Archivist of the Royal Library, Copenhagen; Cordula 
Cibis-Spicale, Diocesan Librarian, and Dr. Rudolf Lenz, of Cologne Dombiblio­
thek; Dr. H. Hauke of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich; Prof. Dr. Ernst 
Trempf, Director and Dr. Corne! Dora, Librarian, of the Stiftsbibliothek, St. 
Gallen; Dr. Rudolf Freisitzer of Stiftsbibliothek, St. Paul im Lavanttal; Vladimir 
Nikolayevich Zaitsev, Director, and Elena V. Nebogatikova, Deputy Director 
of the National Library of Russia, St. Petersburg; Lydwine Saulnier-Pernuit, 
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Conservateur des Musees de Sens; Folke Sandgren, Acting Director (1994), 
Ingrid Svensson, Head of Department, and Christina Svensson of the National 
Library of Sweden, Stockholm; Dr. Michael Emback, Director, Bibliothek des 
Priesterseminars, Trier; Dr. Reiner Nolden, Deputy Keeper of Records, Stadt­
bibliothek, Trier; Dr. Heinrich Engels, Probst, and Johannes Fischer Archivist, 
of the Propsteigemeinde St. Ludgerus, Werden, and to Dr. Gerhard Karpp of 
Leipzig University for kind help and intermediation involving the Werden item. 

Special thanks is overdue to Prof. Helmut Gneuss for his continuing inter­
est in this project and for his many detailed and helpful reviews in Anglia of the 
volumes as they have appeared over the years. His corrections and suggestions 
will be tallied in the upcoming interim index of vols. 1-25. 

Thanks, as always, to Prof. Robert Bjork, Director of the Arizona Center 
for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at Arizona State University, Tempe, for 
agreeing to publish the Project, and to its excellent staff, particularly Roy Ruk­
kila, Todd Halvorsen, and t Leslie MacCoull, who have been of much assistance 
with this and preceding volumes. 

M.T.H.


