
354. Oxford, Bodleian Library, Bodley 180 (2079)
"Old English Boethius" (prose); prayer

[Ker 305; Gneuss/Lapidge 555.5] 

HISTORY: Little is known for certain about this 11/12c manuscript of the 
prose OE Boethius, whose text probably represents the initial translation of 
Boethius' "De consolatione Philosophiae" later used for the prosimetrical 
version extant in London, BL Cotton Otho A.vi [208] (see Godden and Ir­
vine 2009: 1. 44-46). Gneuss/Lapidge dates the manuscript to 11/12c, while 
Gameson (1999: no. 64 7) dates it to "xii 1" (1110 x 1130 in his sytem of dat­
ing). Godden and Irvine (2009: 1.10-13) argue it may fit paleographically 
in the late 11 c. Annotations show the manuscript was being read in the 14c 
and 15c (Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.14). The front pastedown has a nota­
tion in pencil dated 1884: "12 leaves or fragments of leaves taken out of 
the binding of this volume are now MS Bodl Add. D. 98:' The same nota­
tion is added in pencil on the verso of flyleaf ii. F. 3r of the binding leaves 
(now Oxford, Bodl. Lib. Add. D.98) adds a title in a 16c hand, "Boecius de 
consolatione philosophie translated into the Saxonice tong by King Alfred" 
(Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.16). These leaves are from a 14c copy of the 
medieval text of Roman law known as the Digest, bks. 19-20 ( Godden and 
Irvine 1.16; cf. Da Rold 2010). Franciscus Junius made a copy in the late 
17c (= Oxford, Bodleian Library, Junius 12 [=S.C. 5124]), which he later 
collated against London, BL, Cotton Otho A.vi (Irvine 2005: 169-70; Ki­
ernan 1998: 8-9). The editio princeps was published by Rawlinson (1698) 
using Junius's unpublished collations. "Marks of sewing-cords on the for­
mer pastedowns suggest they belonged to a binding with wooden boards, 
and probably of the fifteenth century or at least pre-Reformation" ( Godden 
and Irvine 2009: 1.16). The Summary Catalogue records that Bodley 180 
was given by Thomas Draper M.A. in 1601 (II.I, 1922: 201). Draper was an 
alumnus of All Souls' College, Oxford, and took his M.A. in 1588 (Foster 
1891: 424; see also Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.16-18). 
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CODICOLOGICAL DESCRIPTION: Foliated i, ii, 1-94, 95 (numbered 
at the top right recto corners). There are three paper flyleaves, two at front 
and one at back, with the third flyleaf numbered '95: Flyleaf 'i' has '(2079) 
Bodl. 180' written in ink on the recto. The 18c binding is leather over card­
board. A former shelfmark, NE. C. 3.11, is stamped on a fragment of a pre­
vious leather binding and pasted to the inside front cover of the manu­
script. The bound volume measures 290 x 190 mm., with a writing space 
of approximately 210 x 160 mm. There are quire signatures at the lower 
margin for all except quires III and VI, signed I, II, IIII, V, VII-IX. Quires 
I and VIII are signed on the last verso of the quire; all others signed on the 
first recto. The parchment is not of the highest grade, and there are holes 
throughout: ff. 13, 37, 46, 49 (stitched), 53, 58, 59, 62, 64, 69, 74, 83, 85. The 
arrangement of sheets is continental. The folios are ruled on the hair side 
for 24 long lines. Quire 7 is ruled in dry-point for 27 long lines, but only 24 
lines per page are written on, except for ff. 62-67 where there are 25 lines 
per page. Prickmarks are visible in the left and right outer margins. The ink 
is brown, though ranging from dark to light (for paleographic analysis see 
Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.10-13 and Da Rold 2010). There are contem­
porary corrections in the manuscript. Capital letters for individual chapters 
occur in red, blue, green, violet, and burnt orange. The letters were marked 
for the rubricator in the margin. Some chapters have been numbered in 
the text. Books 1-2 are missing incipits and explicits. There is a vertical cut 
through f. 93 beginning on 1. 9 and running into the lower margin. 

The hand appears to be the same for the following prayer (f. 94r) as for 
the "Old English Boethius;' though more compact, with a different pen or 
angle of the pen. It is less upright, the ink is a bit darker, but the shapes of 
'g; 'if 'f; 're; 'r' are closely similar. On this page also, the scribe expected the 
rubricator to color the initial 'D; since there is a carelessly written 'd' in the 
outer right margin as was the practice in either margin throughout the "Old 
English Boethius" for letters to be colored. This 'D' was filled in in what is 
now a muddy color, washed out black or grayed violet. There is a long ver­
tical slash on f. 93. 

COLLATION: ii paper flyleaves (ff. i-ii); I-VI 10 (ff. 1-60), VII-VII1 12 (ff. 
61-84), IX 12 wants 11 and 12; the central sewing in the quire is between ff. 
90 and 91 (ff. 85-94); i paper flyleaf (f. 95). 
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CONTENTS: 

1. ff. lr-94r/6 "Old English Boethius" (prose divided into the prefatory pro­
em and 42 chapters, but with some incipits and explicits following the
Boethian five book structure) (ed. Godden and Irvine 2009): 

f. lr/1-15 Proem: 'IELFRED KVNING. WJES WEjALHSTOD DISSE BEC
7 HIE OF I boclredene on englisc wende swa hio nu is gedon .. . 7 don
p(ret) pret he dep' (ed. Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.239) 

ff. lr/16-3r/23 List of chapters (unnumbered): '!Erest hu gotan gewun­
non romana rice. 7 hu boetius I hi wolde 'eft' berredan'; ends: 'HV we
sceoldan eallon mregne spyrian refter gode. relc be his I andgites mrepe' 
(ed. Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.239-43). 

ff. 3v/l-94r/6 "Old English Boethius": 'ON DJERE TIDE DE GOTAN 
j of sciooiu mregoe wio romana rice gewin up ahofon'; ends: '7 pam
relmehtigan gode <loo eall pret I pret ge <loo eall he hit gesiho. 7 eall he
hit forgilt. AMEN. I FINIT (ed. Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.243-382). 

[Note: Internal divisions track the Latin books 3, 4, and 5: ff. 30r/23-30v/l '[H]er 
endao nu seo ref't're froferboc Boeties. 7 ongino I sio or[i]dde. Se boetius wres oore
naman gehaten II seuerinus. se wres heretoga romana' (=end of ch. 21, Godden and 
Irvine 2009: 1.286/48-50); f. 30v/2 ch. 22 (Consolation 3pl) begins: '[l>]a se wisdom 
pa ois lioo asungen hrefde' (=Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.286/1); f. 64v/17 '[H]er 
endao 'nu' seo pr[i]dde boc. boeties. 7 ongino seo feoroe' ( =end of ch. 35, Godden
and Irvine 2009: 1.338/255); f. 64v/18 ch. 36 (Consolation 4pl) begins: '[D]A SE 
wisdom pa ois leoo swioe lustlbrerlice 7 gesceadwislice asungen hrefde' with the
chapter number 'xxx.vi.' fitted into the blank space at the end of 1. 18 ( =Godden and 
Irvine 2009: 1.338/1); f. 87v/17-18 'Her endao pio I feoroe boc boeties 7 onginno
seo fifte' (=Godden and Irvine 2009: 1.372/72); f. 87v/19 ch. 40/73 (Consolation 5 
pr. I) begins: 'l>a se wisdom pa ois spell areht hrefde' ( =Godden and Irvine 2009: 
1.372/73).] 

2. f. 94r/7-21 Old English prayer written on remainder of page originally
left blank: 'Drihten relmihtiga god wyrhta 7 wealdend ealra gesceafta
ic I bidde pe ... min trewjnes. 7 m[i]n tohopa. si pe !of 7 wylder. nu. 7
a. a. a to worulde I buton regwilcu(m) ende Amen' (pr. Sedgefield 1899: 
149). 

f. 94v blank

f. 95 r and v blank paper flyleaf

PHOTO NOTES: Some initials too faded to be legible on the film. On f. 
87r/5 a dittography 'sa(m) hio sie' has been erased, and on f. 87r/20 dittog­
raphy 'py Ires he hine for prere wynsuman' has been erased. Neither is vis­
ible on film. Film does not include f. 95v or back pastedown. 
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