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The pathways to enlightening the heart work of the
Indigenous early childhood educators (ECEs) in northern
Ontario First Nation communities are connected to their

local stories and cultural knowledge and inspired by personal work and relationships, which have
been an experiential process(es) with Indigenous ECEs. The work is within the Storywork
methodologies of reciprocity, lifelong engagement with knowledges, sharing new knowledges,
relationality, and incorporating many stories.7 The presentation’s relevance is connected to the
pathways between communities and research on Indigenous people’s lived experiences through
the impacts of colonial history in Canada. Shirley (2017) speaks to how “Cultivating the heart
through Indigenous epistemological aspects is necessary when educators teach into the risks by
exposing the oppressive present-day conditions linked to colonialism” (p. 167).8 Indigenous heart
knowing/teaching has been shared through stories and experiences by Elders, educators, children,
and families. The work is grounded in critical and Indigenous pedagogies during the presentation
with a view of place as “an expression of culture that represents the outcome of human choices
and decisions” (Gruenewald, 2003b, p. 627), and that reflects place-conscious educational theory
(Gruenewald, 2003b, p. 627), a multidisciplinary and critical pedagogy.9
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