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This session shared the Author’s ongoing research study exploring the unique student housing
experiences and needs of Indigenous learners pursuing higher education in Ontario. The research
study is connected to two national conversations seeking to address the disparities between
Indigenous and non-Indigenous Peoples in the areas of postsecondary education attainment and
housing access. General research studies examining the benefits of postsecondary student housing
have demonstrated a strong consensus that access to student housing is beneficial to students in
areas of retention, completion, and nurturing a sense of belonging on campus (1-3). However,
lacking Indigenous-specific data general studies do not sufficiently disentangle the unique student
housing needs of Indigenous learners. Research specific to Indigenous learners pursuing higher
education in Canada reveals that their housing experiences and needs are socially, culturally, and
economically distinct (4-7). Although there has been a significant increase in the development
and offering of Indigenous-specific supports and resources at Canadian universities (8), the role of
housing in enhancing access and success in higher education for Indigenous learners has not yet
been meaningfully brought forward in these conversations.
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