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BACKGROUND

« Secure attachment requirescaregiver
responsiveness and sensitivity’
Western fathers are more likely to use
playtime to show sensitivity towards
children?
Significant correlation between father-child
play and secure childfather attachment 3
H1: quality of play is associated with child-
father attachment security

METHODS

« n=92 father-child dyads from smaltscale
societies in Vanuatu and Bolivia (63
Tanneseg 23 Tsimane)

Adapted separation reunion procedure
(child-father attachment)

Categorical measures of shared positive
emotion and interactivity during free -play
Exact Binomial Test (shared positive
emotion x attachment)

RESULTS
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DISCUSSION
* Dyadic measures ofplay quality may be

effective when assessing paternal
attachment
* Furthersunderstanding of paternal

attachment in non-Western cultures

Shared positive emotion expressed

during father -child play is associated

with secure child -father attachment.

This link cuts across nonWestern

cultural norms for paternal caregiving.

FURTHER ANALYSES
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Significant findings mm Vanuatu, not
Bolivia

No significant differences in child
gender

LIMITATIONS

Discrepancy in sample size by society
5-minute free-play sessions
Unfamiliar environment used for
observation

Multiple-caregiver contexts more

common in non-Western populations®
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	Shared positive emotion expressed during father-child play is associated with secure child-father attachment.  This link cuts across non-Western cultural norms for paternal caregiving.

