
Parent-child attachment has a 

significant effect on the association 

between maltreatment and risky 

sexual behaviour for high-risk teens.

Parent-child attachment may also have 

a significant effect on the association 

between maltreatment and dating 

violence perpetration & victimization 

for boys, but not girls.

BACKGROUND
Teens with maltreatment histories are at increased 
risk for dating violence (DV) and risky sexual behaviour 
(RSB), but secure parent-child attachment may reduce 
this risk1-2.

RESEARCH QUESTION
Does parent-child attachment security reduce risk for 
DV and RSB reported over five year later among teens 
with maltreatment histories?

METHOD
179 teens (Mage = 15.34) at-risk for antisocial 
behaviour reported their maltreatment histories and 
attachment; five years later, they reported DV and 
RSB. Structural equation modelling was conducted.

RESULTS & DISCUSSION
Parent-child attachment moderated the association 
between maltreatment and RSB (Table 1). Parent-child 
attachment moderated the association between 
maltreatment and DV for boys, but not girls (Table 2).

Parent-child attachment security may influence risk 
for RSB and DV among teens with maltreatment 
histories. Gender analyses are exploratory and should 
be interpreted with caution due to small sample size. 
Research with larger samples and gender diverse 
teens is needed.
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