
Results 
No naturally deposited C. uva shells were available C-1426 for 
comparison of the observed breakage. The abundance of the 
shells decreased as the unit went deeper. When comparing 
the abundance indices of the cultural fauna (fish, bivalve) and 
the natural fauna (Tudora, Cistulops) against the Cerion uva, 
there is no trend in unit 486. None of the shells in 486 
exhibited signs of piercing or burning.

Table 2. The abundance indices using Tudora and fish indicate 
what the indices should look like if Cerion uva were natural 
(Tudor and Cistulops) or cultural (fish and bivalves) in unit 486. 

Discussion and Conclusion
This research was inconclusive regarding natural versus 
cultural deposition of C. uva. Some results supported natural 
deposition, some suggested cultural deposition, and other 
were equivocal. These results may be due to factors which 
were not controlled for in this research such factors could be 
climate, the precipitation, or human activities at the site. 
Further research could aid in understanding the role that C. 
uva played in the Archaic period on Curaçao. We suggest that 
comparing archaeological C. uva to natural C. uva deposit. 
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Introduction 
Land snails have not been studied in archaeological contexts. 
Curaçao, a Caribbean island, is home to the Cerion uva gastropod 
and have been found in archaeological contexts. Ethnohistorical 
data suggests that Indigenous peoples ate them, but no 
archaeological research has been done to support this conclusion 
(Gould, 1969). This research is important to further understand the 
subsistence practices of the Indigenous peoples of Curaçao. 

Site information
The site, C-1426, is a 60m long rockshelter from the Archaic (5700 -
4400BP) period (Kraan et al, 2024) . It contains three hearth features 
and abundant faunal remains and lithic artifacts (Kraan et al., 2024). 
This research examines the Cerion uva snails from units 393 (hearth 
feature) and 486.

Figure 1. Image of the rockshelter Figure 2. Cerion uva specimens from Unit 486 by Emma Chong
taken by Emma Chong 

Methods
Each snails was weighed, measured for total length, and analyzed for 
completeness (using a zone method (Giovas, 2009)), piercing, and burning. Snail 
relative abundance was compared to that of known naturally occurring and 
culturally deposited fauna co-occurring in the test units.
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Table 1 (above) showing the zone system 
(Giovas, 2009) and weight (taken by 
scale in grams) 
Table 2 (left) showing the burning (based 
on intensity of colour scored 0-3 from 
unburnt to burnt) and the length of 
measurements (in milimeters, using 
Mitutuyo digital calipers). 

Land snails provide insights 
into the subsistence practices 

of Indigenous
peoples on the island of 

Curaçao.

Figure 4. Cerion uva in Unit 486 based on completeness that would indicate cultural deposition. This is not including the fragmented 
pieces that were less than 50%.

Table 1. NISP counts for unit 486.


