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Introduction: Vancouver’s Villages

Planning Program & Barriers to Livability

Vancouver Villages Planning Program (2026)
e New housing options up to six storeys
e More shops and services within walking
distance
e Creating safer, greener, walkable streets
and public spaces

Barriers to Livability
e Housing is not meeting citizen’s
perceived livability standards
e Design Guideline recommendations are
disproportionately implemented

Figure 2. Preliminary Village Boundaries
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I h e P r o b I e m Figure 3. Sustainability Report Card: Mixed-Use Projects

Sustainability Report Card

PORT MOODY . =
e Mixed Use Projects

Purpose

Need for Better, More Efficient, and Transparent System T Sy et Cord e D ko s B T A s s

to the built environment have an important role in creating a sustainable community. Buildings are a vital part
of our community, providing shelter, employment, recreation opportunities, services, shopping and more. With
the amount of time we spend in our buildings they play an essential role in how prepared we are for our
. . . . . changing climate, influence the vitality of our community, and shape our everyday lives.
° Rezonin g apphcahons have a 2-3 year approval timeline The buidings we buid today wil be around fo the next 60-80 years on average and it is rucia for the
evolution of our community that these structures are built to the highest sustainability standards. In 2020
Council adopted the City's Climate Action Plan, a comprehensive strategy laying out a pathway to become a

e Design Guidelines are limited in their enforceability and Caroom el retlen commaniy by 205. T Pl nclaes vaiovs plling elaied acons ek prjot
proposals should incorporate to work towards the vision that:
are broad il e
e Project by project decision making e

Port Moody encourages innovative thinking in community design to achieve sustainable communities. To this

t honours climate justice, leading
ollects

“ommittee, 2019

end, the Report Card is a requirement for rezoning, permit, heritage agreement, and

° Does not require pu blic consultation if aligned with ODP heriage altertion permit applications. The Report Card dentifies performance measures based on commuity

sustainability values, and these measures are used to evaluate development proposals. The Report Card is a
tool that st overall project and is integrated with all other development approval
requirements.

C ity of Po rt M 00 dy s usta i na b i I ity Re po rt C a rd (2026) The Report Card focuses on performance criteria within four pillars of sustainability

defined by the City as:

Cultural sustainability recognizes the need to honour  Economic sustainability in the Port Moody context
e Report card system supplemental to the development e e | et R G
conservation, and culture for future generations. opportunities that will reduce commute distances
a p p | i C at i on p rocess Cultural sustainability is about fostering cultural and times, encouraging creative and clean industry
rights, local culture and cultural identity in a and jobs, and building a more sustainable financial
community. Cultural sustainability can be achieved future for the City. The impacts of this approach will

(Y L iva bi | ity C ri te ri a Wit h poi n t va | ues through innovation and preservation of identity reduce GHG emissions, enable active

through different forms of creative expressions transportation as a more viable means of getting

(e.g., art, events), celebrating cultural customs, and  around, build more resilient local business

e Developers must meet minimum point score for permit P e e | g e
approval

landscapes, architecture, programs, and amenities.

pormoody.ca | planning@portmoody.ca | 604.469.4540

Note. One of five sustainability report cards. From City of Port Moody, 2026,

(https://www.portmoody.ca/business-development-and-planning/developm
ent/sustainable-development/sustainability-report-card/). Copyright 2026 by
City of Port Moody.

Designing for Livability: Special District Design Guidelines for the Vancouver Villages Planning Program. 3


https://www.portmoody.ca/business-development-and-planning/development/sustainable-development/sustainability-report-card/
https://www.portmoody.ca/business-development-and-planning/development/sustainable-development/sustainability-report-card/

Addressing Gaps in VVP Phase 1
Engagement Summary Report (2025)

Figure 4. Sense of Social Connectedness Between New and Old Residents
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Shared Spaces: New residents feel less socially connected, 2 4 5
Q Q Q Q Q 9 Connectedness Score
highlighting the need for social-supportive design
100 =21
o 59% of respondents want more shared spaces g g™ it
2 g 5.0
© o
Livable Units: Each new unit must be assessed for adequate and £ I,
efficient space use

Connectedness Score

Environment and Nature: Residents prioritize design that works

. . . Mann-Whitney U test: W = 14.5, p = 0.000414
with natural systems and suits local setting

Note. From Designing for Livability: Special District Design Guidelines for the
Vancouver Villages Planning Program, by Katili, S., Coxell, S., Koenig, R., &
Aneculaesei, M., 2026.
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Proposed Desigh Guideline Examples

Figure 5. Building Entrances Figure 6. Shared Semi-Private Balcony Space

Recommendation:

Implement a Villages Report Card based on City
of Port Moody (2026), which includes the
following design guidelines:

Shared Spaces
° Fewer than 12 units per entrance
e  Semi private gathering spaces
° Customization of public space

Livable Units
° Ground level entrances
° Room sizes above city average

Environmental Components
° Include at least one of the following:
o Absorbent Green Spaces

Note. From Defensible Space:Crime Note. The photo was taken by Rowan Koenig, o Trees
Prevention Through Urban Design, By 2025. o

Newman, O, 1972. Copyright 1972 by Gardens
Oscar Newman.
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