
 

66  W est coa st line 69, 2011

WHaLe (CoNtrarY to sHaPINg a PerMaNeNCe)

WaIL (tHe sPeCtre oF sPeCtaCLe)

>> LaIWaN, eILeeN Kage, VaNessa KWaN
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whale (contrary to shaping a permanence), 2002, a performance in collaboration 
with mPennyfish
wail (the spectre of spectacle), to be performed at Spatial Poetics 2011
Laiwan states: the performance at Spatial Poetics X will be an opportunity 
to return to celebrate and push my first venture into performance at the 
2002 Spatial Poetics when I premiered my video/music performance whale: 
contrary to shaping a permanence. Further investigation into the challenges 
I faced in that work, my new performance for 2011 will rigorously take the 
themes and ideas from whale to proceed to additionally explore movement 
and bodily being into a radical somatic poetics.

Rooted in an intellectual and conceptual visual art lineage, my foray into 
improvisational performance is aimed to explode the binary limits of artificial 
and bodily/emotional intelligence as an Asian woman, as an Asian lesbian, 
and the constructs which shape stereotypes within those containers. With 
this work, I hope to invigorate and inspire participants and audiences at the 
2011 Spatial poetics with a brashly resonant experience of somatic poetics 
while further developing and sharing my collaborative and improvisational 
abilities with flair.
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