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Nothing is free

>> 	 Michael Mori and Iman Habibi
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Nothing is Free, 2010, in collaboration with Mark MacGregor
Nothing is Free is an exploration of the culturally specific performed self.  
Lead opera singer Mori plays out ideas of Japanese and Canadian national 
stereotypes situated in both the historical romantic and the modern 
glamorous. In doing so, he comes face to face with his personal construction 
of identity. The artist examines what it means to be from Vancouver by way 
of Japanese Diaspora, confronting his own romanticized stereotyped ideals 
of ethnic origin. Mori engages with these ideas by performing as two criss-
crossing characters in a Kabuki-inspired play, and is accompanied by flautist 
Mark Macgregor and percussion performed by Iman Habibi. Providing an 
unconventional musical score, collaborators punctuate theatrical moments 
of clarity with confusion and vice versa. The musicians play a fusion of 
experimental music with classical Japanese progressions that complement 
Mori’s performance, highlighting the tenuous boundaries that characterize 
performed identities.
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